n.]                                   COMTE.                                 477
to begin till, in arranging the objects on the external scene, we at last alight on man: it is only as noticeable object in the world that he is reserved for that place: but, as knowing subject, he learns himself as soon as he learns anything besides:   he cannot prick  himself without becoming acquainted with the pain, along with the form of the finger and the pin; and all through the rising stages of Comte's hierarchy, from the simplest to the most complex intellectual apprehensions, he gains simultaneous insight into the objects of his thought and into his own processes in thinking them; so that in becoming an astronomer, a chemist, a physiologist, he is at least gathering materials which have only to be brought into the focus of his intelligent attention to render him   also  a  psychologist   and a logician.     The scientific order of nature has thus its necessary reflection in the mental development; and it might be supposed that the phenomena of self-consciousness could not do better than copy in their arrangement the intellectual construction of the natural series.    For various reasons, however, this does not hold good : among the rest, because not a tithe of the contents of our self-conscious life is embraced within the discipline of scientific culture; nor do the dealings of thought with its successive budgets of materials undergo Variations  at all proportionate to the differences in the materials themselves.    To construct a reformed arrangement on the principle of these hints is not within the scope of my design.    My purpose is simply to show that Comte's supreme stratum does not repose securely upon its base: that it needs to be lifted off and planted upon an area of its own; and that, thus placed, its contents will be found adequate, under systematic redisposition, to the formation of a second structure more worthy of its dedication to humanity than the mere attic-story of any temple of material ;nature.
Comte's ' encyclopaedic scale' of knowledge does not remain in .his hands a purely theoretical construction. It supplies him with the general law of historical genesis and